
 

Tuesday, January 9: 7:00 PM:  Open Meeting 

Open discussion for issues, topics, questions, or concerns that need to be addressed.  Our meetings are set up 

to have a program every other  month, and the next month to be an open meeting.  This gives us an opportuni-

ty to share, ask questions, or discuss situations, news, or upcoming events. 

Tuesday, February 13:  7:00 PM :  

Open discussion for issues, topics, questions, or concerns that need to be addressed.  Our meetings are set up 

to have a program every other  month, and the next month to be an open meeting.  This gives us an opportuni-

ty to share, ask questions, or discuss situations, news, or upcoming events. 

Tuesday, March 13:  7:00 PM Meeting:  Open Meeting 

Open discussion for issues, topics, questions, or concerns that need to be addressed.  Our meetings are set up 

to have a program every other  month, and the next month to be an open meeting.  This gives us an opportuni-

ty to share, ask questions, or discuss situations, news, or upcoming events. 

 

 

  Solicitation:  If you have suggestions for speaker subjects, or have a speaker available 

             Please contact glennpete5@msn.com; or 218-879-5758  

Meeting at Miller-Dwan Medical Center 

7:00 to 9:00 P.M.

502 E 2nd Street  Duluth, MN 

Classroom 2 & 3  -  Lobby Level

Providing a loving, caring , educational network of support for those waiting or having received an organ/tissue transplant and their 

families.  Web Site:  www. holsg.org 
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Happy Birthday and Best Wishes: 

Marisa Hoogenakker  Liver    1/06/2016 

John Cope       Liver    1/14/2003 

Lynn Gressman      Liver          1/15/2003 

Eathan Skare      Liver          1/25/1991 

Mike Albers       Liver    1/29/1993 

Karla Hanson  Kid / Pan    2/2/1997  

Dick Huhta                Kidney    2/8/1996 

Beth Bartlett      Heart    2/24/1994 

Julianne Vasichek       Liver          2/28/2015 

Thomas Peterson       Heart    3/4/1999 

Gregg Lind              Islet Cells     3/5/2005 

Lois Vidmar                 Liver    3/8/2006  

Heidi Ash       Heart    3/9/2000 

Dick Albert       Heart    3/14/1995 

Judy Watczak       Liver    3/16/2009 

Tyler Jersett                 Lung          3/18/2013 

Glenn Peterson    Hrt/Kid        3/23/2003 

 James Suchan          Kidney         3/26/2012 

 

 

 

 

 

“News & Notes” 

Cares and Prayers For: 

Jess Winkels-Hagerl 

Jimmer Hagerl 

Jerry Johnson 

 Cards and Prayers 

Welcome!! 
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News and Presentations: 

Thank You For The Monetary Donations: 

Jess Winkels-Hagerl Family 

Presentations: 

11/6/2017 Hermantown Drivers Ed– T. Saburn 

Upcoming Events: March 3: Women’s Expo; DECC 

 

Apple Inc, in collaboration with Donate Life America 

makes it easy to register for organ, tissue and eye dona-

tion.  Apple’s ios10 operating system has an App called 

Health whereby all registrations on this site  are submit-

ted to the National Life Registry which is managed by 

Donate life America. 



Medical Advances in 2017: 

Genetic science took the most advances in 2017 

but many other accomplishments were made. 

1. Gene therapies for cancer. Some leukemia 

and lymphoma patients got new hope from 

the first approvals of gene therapies that 

harness the immune system to fight cancer, 

These CAR T cell therapies are very expen-

sive, from $373,000 to $475,000 per patient. 

But when they work they work very well, 

leading to sustained remissions. These treat-

ments are being investigated for other can-

cers. 

2. Gene therapies for hemophilia. Patients with 

the inherited bleeding disorder were able to 

stop regular blood clotting treatments for 

many months following a single gene thera-

py infusion. 

3. The idea of using pig organs gained mo-

mentum after researchers reported good re-

sults in primates transplanted with a kidney 

and heart from genetically engineered pigs. 

This may help alleviate the 20 or so deaths 

that die each day from these diseases. 

4. Gene editing of embryos. Scientists have 

successfully used gene editing to rid human 

embryos of a disease causing gene. While 

they have becomes successful, nobody has 

used these embryos to create a pregnancy, 

which is illegal in the US. 

5. A women born without a uterus has given 

birth thanks to a transplanted womb. This 

procedure gives hope to women who have 

been born without a uterus, or have lost it 

due to disease or cancer. 

 

 

 

6. Gene testing for the masses.  Sales of 

home DNA testing kits have been used 

by millions of people to learn of their 

heritage. Thanks to the Food and Drug 

Administration, consumers (if they 

choose) can learn about their risks for 

conditions that may lead to Parkinson’s 

and late onset Alzheimer's. These tests 

also lead to a much larger data base 

that can help researchers. 

7. For the first time in 22 years the FDA 

has approved a new medication for  

ALS. The drug slows but does not stop, 

the decline in physical functioning, al-

lowing the patient to walk, speak, swal-

low and breath on their own a bit long-

er. 

8. The FDA approved the first drug for 

people who have aggressive, steadily 

worsening multiple sclerosis. The drug 

was also approved for the more com-

mon relapsing form of MS in which 

symptoms such as pain, tremors, 

slurred speech, and blurry vision come 

and go over months and years. Many 

patients have fewer flare-ups and de-

velop fewer brain lesions. 
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Medical Advances in 2017 cont. 

9. The long and slow global fight against HIV and Aids reached a milestone. More than half of 

the 36.5 million people living with the disease receive anti-viral treatments. About 49% of 

the diseased have suppressed the virus with 62% being treated. 

10.   In preliminary tests, research scientists used spinal injections to lower the toxic proteins 

in the brains of people afflicted with Huntingtons.  This process slows down the symptoms 

and progression of the disease.  Huntingtons is a fatal inherited neurological condition 

which causes physical and mental deterioration in midlife. 
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